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POLITICAL. 


The Hindustdnt (Lucknow), of the 16th October, says 
that Lord Dufferin has been obliged, 
at the repeated and earnest appeals of 
the Chamber of Commerce and Christian missionaries at Ran- 
goon, to take up the Burmese question. It is believed that 
the Supreme Government will soon adopt some serious mea- 
sures. The Pioneer and other Anglo-Indian newspapers are 
angry with the French Government and abuse the French 
Consul at Mandalay. The political horizon in Burma has 
long been gloomy, but the passing of a decree for several 
millions sterling by the Burmese court against an English 
trading company has suddenly brought matters to a crisis. 
The Central Asian question has not been settled when 
new difficulties have cropped up in other directions. The 
insurrection in Roumelia threatens to give serious trouble, 
and if the British Government declares a war against Bur- 
ma, it will also have to fight with France. The fate of the 
Indian tax-payer is, indeed, very pitiable at present. | 


ee eee 


Burmese affairs. 


Circulatian, 
600 copies. 


iii 
; FE Mg 
CR ae 


Circulation, 
500 copies. 


Circulaticn, 
450 copies. 


( Taz. j 
The Aftdb-i-Panjdb (Lahore), of the 14th October, 


observes that at last the Government 
of India has addressed a severe letter 
to the King of Burma. It has shown great indulgence to 
him. ‘Traders and bankers at Rangoon have long urged the 


The same. 


_annexation of his kingdom, but the Government of India 


hitherto remained silent. However, as the tyranny and 


high-handedness of King Theebaw still continue unabated, it 
has been obliged to interfere. 


The Koh-i-Nur (Lahore), of the 15th October, observes 
that nothing is more desirable to Rus- 
sians than that the British Govern- 
ment should be involved in difficulties in other directions, in 
order that they may be able to carry out their desigas in 
Central Asia. When the British Government was engag- 
ed in the Soudan campaign, they made an advance from 
Sarakhs. But as soon as the British forces were withdrawn 
from the Soudan, the St. Petersburg Government desisted 
from further advance, and even agreed to leave the Zulfikar 
pass to the Amir. Hence the Kohis of opinion that the British 
Government should extricate itself from Egyptian difficulties 
and devote its money and energies to the fortification of the 
Indian frontier. This is the only way of checking the pro~ 
gress of Russian arms, Moreover, if England restores the 
suzerainty of the Sultan of Turkey over Egypt, he will be- 
come a friendly ally. 
GENERAL ADMINISTRATION, 


The Koh-i-Ntr (Lahore), of the 13th October, says that 
Standard and native yo. the Standard has ably discussed the 
— subject of native volunteering in a 
late issue. The arguments urged by it in favour of the 
proposal considerably outweigh the objections which it has 
been able to raise. In a letter contributed to the same 
paper Mr. Hume has endeavoured to answer the objections. 
The chief objection raised by the Standard is that Hindés 


England and Egypt. 
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and Musalmans inthis country still live a cat-and-dog life of 
it, and that religious outbreaks are of no unfrequent occur- 
rence. The Standard observes that, if natives were allowed 
to carry arms, matters would become worse and serious 
riots would occur every day. But such an apprehersion 
is opposed to all experience. It is well known that the 
people in the larger Native States have not been disarmed, 
but still serious popular affrays are few and far between there. 
Surely the Standard is not prepared to contend that the 
people in British India are more turbulent. Moreover, the 
advocates of native volunteering do not recommend a gene- 
ral enlistment of the entire native population. All that is 
asked for at present is that educated natives should be 
enrolled under necessary restrictions like those suggested 
by Mr. Home. Such nativesare fully alive to the benefits of 
British rule and feel that they are entirely indebted to the 
British Government for their present high position, and no 
danger can possibly be apprehended from them, 


The Rajig-i-Hind {Lahore', of the 17th October, regrets 
to say that whenever a vacancy occurs 

Pr d eleyati f 
native to 8 Divisional Judge. jn the higher ranks of the Judicial 


shi in th P } © * ® 
ox Se ~a el gag and the service in the Panj&b, the Lahore 


Tribune, which is edited by Babu 
Jogendro N&th Bose, pleader of the Chief Court, always re- 
cominends the appointment of a native pleader to it. It will 
be remembered that when the elevation of a native to the 
bench of the Chief Court was contemplated by Government and 
when the office of Government Advocate became vacant, the 
Tribune urged the claims of the native bar to. the offices. 
Now that the question of the elevation of a native to a Divi- 
sional Judgeship is upon the tapis, it has again mentioned 
the names of some Hindu vakils who are, in its opinion, best 
qualified for the post, in utter disregard of the claims of the 


members of the subordinate Judicial Service. If Muhamma-. 


dan Judicial officers, some of whom are of thirty years’ stand- 


ing, are all incompetent, they had better be drowned in the 
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The same paper says that the appointment of Pandit Ram 

_,.. Narain to officiate as a Judge in the 
uate os te "Tania Chief Court for twenty-five days was 
oo hailed with delight throughout the 
country and evoked general rejoicings in the Panj&b. But 
it is to be regretted that the appointment will not take effect, 
as Mr. Justice Smyth has had his leave cancelled since. 
The Government of India should not have sanctioned his 
application, in order that the elevation of a native Judge to 
the Bench of the Chief Court might have been consummated. 
Mr. Justice Smyth has in a way come to the rescue of Anglo- 
Indian newspapers and saved them a great deal of heart- 


burning at present. But they should remember that the Pandit 
will be elevated at the next opportunity. 


A correspondent of the same paper complains that regi- 
Pension to regimental Mental clerks are not entitled to pen- 
clerks, sion, and that this is a great injustice 
to them. The commanding officer of each regiment re- 
ceives a fixed office allowance of Rs. 200 a month, out of 
which he makes his own arrangements. Two clerks, one on 
Rs. 80 and the other on Rs. 40 a month, should be attached 
to each regiment, and they should be made eligible for pen- 
sion. This arrangement would involve no additional expen- 
diture, inasmuch as the saving of Rs, 960 a year which 
would be effected under the proposal would fully cover their 
pensions and would even admit of an increase of pay being 
occasionally granted to them. The regimental clerks in the 
Panjab have already forwarded their memorials to the Local 


Government on the subject, and it is hoped that their 
brethren in Bengal will follow suit. 


Circulation, ‘Lhe Oudh Akhbdr (Lucknow), of the 14th October, pub- 


782 copies, lishes a communicated article, in whick 
Suggested grant of tents os 


and travelling allowance to the writer, whois a Tahsildar, thanks 
aa Munshi Azizu-l-din Ahmad, Tahsil- 
dir of Domariaganj, Basti, for the letters contributed by him 
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to the Pioneer in favour of the grant of tents and travelling 
allowance to Tahsildfrs, and observes that the Pioneer, too, 
has recommended the grant of necessary tents and travel- 
ling allowance at the rate of one rupee a day. But the mere 
recommendation of Munshi Azizu-l-din Ahmad and the 
Pioneer is not enough to induce Government to make the 
concession. Hence Tahsildférs in these provinces should 
forma committee to consider the subject of forwarding a 
memorial to the Local Government. 


The Gydnpraddyint Pattrikd (Lahore), for August, re« 
ceived on the 14th October, pub- 


Countess of Dufferin’s Fund. .. 
ee lishes the prospectus of the Count- 


ess of Dufferin’s Fund and highly approves of the movement. — 


As native women are not accustomed to place themselves 
under the treatment of male doctors in case of sickness, female 
medical practitioners are urgently needed in this country. 
Native Chiefs are sure to give liberal donations to the fund ; 
but as the project is such a large and usefal one, all classes 
of people should subscribe. The scheme will perpetuate the 
name of Lady Dufferin in this country for ever. The Nation- 
al Association should establish its branches in all districts 
and towns. It is a matter of great satisfaction that Her 
Majesty herself has agreed to be the patron of the Association. 


The Shaftg-i-Hind (Lahore), of the 17th October, says 

that Native Chiefs have come forward 
_ with liberal donations to the Countess 
of Dufferin’s Fund. . It is believed that a committee will be 
also established at London to raise subscriptions. But it is 
to be regretted that little sympathy has been shown with the 
sufferers from famine and inundation in Bengal. The fact 
is that the calls made by Government officers on the libera- 
lity of native princes are so frequent that they have nothing 
left to give to famine-stricken persons. Contributions to the 
fand in question are made simply with a view to please the 
authorities, and the best proof of this is to be found in the 


The same. 
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Circulation, 
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fact that a similar movement which was set on foot by na- 
tives failed from want of sufficient support. No good can 
accrue to native women from the fund, because Europeans, 
under whose management it will be placed, are not at all 
acquainted with their wants and necessities. But, of course, 
some fat berths will be provided for European female doc- 
tors, and Lady Dufferin will be able to boast on her return 
home that she took as great pains in promoting the interests 


of European women in this country as her husband did in 
benefiting Europeans. 


The Victoria Paper (Sialkot), of the 15th October, argues 
that it is a great mistake to invest 
young civilians with criminal powers 
as soon as they arrive in this country. It is needless to say 
that they cannot dispense justice properly until they have 
acquired a knowledge of the custonts and language of the 
people. 


Young civilians. 


A correspondent of the Nydya Sudhd (Harda’‘, of the 
benkinaas of kok 14th October, writing from Wardha, 
tional Tahsildérs in the observes that at last Additional Tahsil- 
ee dérs have been appointed, but that 
their civil powets have been fixed at Rs. 100. Hitherto, 
when Tahsildérs had power to hear suits up to Rs. 5f in value, 
they had to work the whole day. Now that their powers 
have been doubled, the civil litigation in their courts will be 
still further increased. Hence the measure will give no 
relief to them. Again, the writer complains that three new 
Naib-Tahsfldérs have lately been. appointed in Wardha, but 
that two of them are inexperienced men and are not at all 
acquainted with the law. It is difficult to realise why selec- 
tions have not been made from among candidates who have 
already passed the N aib-Tahsildfrship Examination. 


A correspondent of the Shd {tq-i- Hind (Lahore), of the 17th 
_Pay of patwiris mm Am. October, says that the new rules 


framed by the Financial Commissioner 
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for the appointment of patwaris and kaningos in the 
Panjab provide that the pay of.a patwari should not, as a 
rule, be less than Rs. 10, nor should it exceed Rs. 20. But 
the rates of pay fixed for patw&ris in Amritsar are only Rs. 9, 
11, and 13. Obviously these rates are rather low. Jt should 
be remembered that patwaris are forbidden to carry on any 
kind of trade or incur heavy debts. 


The Rahbar-i- Hind (Lahore), of the 15th October, on the 


Miah ctbiiniawel authority of a correspondent, complains 

a Deputy Commissioner in that when a respectable native Sardar, 
toy alee  * 3. who is a jagirdar and a candidate for a 
Tahsildarship, lately went to see the 

Deputy Commissioner of a neighbouring district which is 
situated to the east of Lahore, the Deputy Commissioner asked 
him to sit on the floor and refused to give him a chair, on the 
ground that natives generally sit on the floor at their homes. 
The Sardér, of course, did not sit on the floor and took leave 
of the Deputy Commissioner. He is allowed a seat at the 


Lieutenant-Governor’s darbar. 


The Amritsar correspondent of the same paper praises the 
Mansif and the Naib-Tahsfldér at Ta- 
native officer ut Tarantéran, rantaran for their integrity and good 


Alleged misconduct of a 


a character, but complains that there is 


another young native officer there who takes bribes and 
whose conduct is very bad. 


The Jallandar correspondent of tke Ajtdb-i-Panjdb (La- 

Yd riots at Réhon, Jal- hore), of the 12th October, complains 
landar, ‘ that, on the occasion of the late Id, 
one Wajih Ahmad killed a cow at Réhon. When Hindas 
remonstrated, Muhammadans threw bones into their temples 
and wells. An outbreak was prevented by the sub-in- 
spector of police. The Deputy Commissioner has sentenced 
Wajih Ahmad to a fine of Rs. 250, his son to one year’s 


rigorous imprisonment, and some other persons to smaller 
ot 


Circulation, 
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The Koh-i-Nur, the Ghamkhwdr-i-Hind, the Shafig-i- 
Muharram riots at La- Hind, the Rahbar-i-Hind, and the 
hore. Raftg-i-Hind, of the 17th October, 
give an account of the Muharram riots at Lahore. The first 
two papers, which belong to Hindus, endeavour to show that 
Muhammadans were the aggressors and that they beat Hin- 
dus and robbed their shops. The other papers, whose pro- 
prietors are Muhammadans, blame Hindus. 


The Aligarh Institute Gazette, of the 17th October, and the 
Bhérat Bandhu (Aligarh), of the 9th 
and 16th idem, describe the arrange- 
ments made by the Magistrate of Aligarh for the regulation 
of the Muharram and the Dasehra in consultation with the 
leaders of the two communities, praise the Magistrate, and 
are glad to say that no hitch has occurred. 


Circulation, | The Safir-i-Hind (Delhi), of the 16th October, says that 
a the Deputy Commissioner of Delhi 
convened a meeting of respectable 
Hindas and Muhammadans at his house to consider the — 
subject of the regulation of the Dasehra and the Muharram, 
and, in consultation with the meeting, fixed separate routes for 
the processions of tho two communities. But the Muham- 
madans seem to be dissatisfied with the arrangements, have 
suspended the celebration of their festival, and closed their 
shops when the Dasehra processions pass through streets. 
(The Ashrafu-l-Akhbdr, of the 11th October, and the Khair 
Khwdh-i-Hind, of the 16th October, refer to the dissatisfac- 
tion of Musalmans with the arrangement, and the consequent 
suspension of the Muharram by them.) ' | 


Cenation, The Akkidr-i- Alam (Meerut), of the 13th October, gid 
= religious affray at plains that in the afternoon of Salar: 

—— day, the 10th idem, some Hindus 

paraded a new Sanjt procession through the streets at Meerut 

and made a great noise under a Muhammadan mosque. The 

Musalméns asked the Hindus to remain silent for a short time 


Muharram at Aligarh. 


Muharram at Delhi. 
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and allow them to offer their prayers. On this the Rindus 
attacked the Musalm4ns and beat them. The three Hindus 
who managed the procession were arrested by the police and 
sent to the Magistrate for trial. The Joint Magistrate has. 
heard the case, but has not yet delivered his judgment. 


A correspondent of the Aftéb-4-Hind (Jallandar), of the 
17th October, complains that cultiva- 
tors are greatly interfered with in 
their work by Government officials for several months com- 
mencing from the 15th September. One by one the patwari, 
the kantingo, and the tahsfldar or naib-tahsildar, go out first to. 
inspect the condition of the kharif crops, then to make enqui- 
ries in connection with alluvion and diluvion, and so forth. 
Cultivators are obliged to attend on the officials during their 
visits, and their work greatly suffers in consequence. 
NATIVE STATES. 
The Panjdbt Akhbér (Lahore), of the 14th October, in 
Appointment of a per- Commenting upon the subject of the 
a taint cb ‘spp of a Resident in Kashmir, 
observes that the measure is generally 
disapproved by natives, but that the 4xkhbdr sees no serious 
objection to it. Sir Oliver St. John will exercise the same 
powers in the State in future which he has hitherto done, 
whether he is called Officer on special duty or Resident. He 


Cultivators. 


will get no jagir, nor will the Kashmir treasury be placed at — 


his disposal. Moreover, it should be observed that there are 
already Residents in all other Native States. Ifthe Resident 
is a good man, the Chief has nothing to fear from him. Kash- 
miris are a very loyal people and will acquiesce in the pro- 
posal of the Government of India without demur. But the 
question is why was a Resident not appointed daring the life- 
time of the late Mah&réja? If there was no necessity for the 
measure in his time, what spevial necessity has arisen since 
his death? On.the contrary, the new Mahérdja has abolished 
several kinds of duties, freed shawl and paper industries from 
all obstructions, made satisfactory arrangements for the 


203 copies. 
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Circulation, 
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regular distribution of pay to all officials in the service of the 
State, and so forth. Hence the Government of India is not 
justified in unnecessarily forcing a Resident upon His$High- 
ness. (The Reformer, of the 18th October, the Delhi Punch, 
of the 14th October, and some other ‘newspapers protest 
against the appointment of a permanent Resident, and argue 
that the new Mahfraja should be given a fair trial.) 


The Add (Lucknow), of the 13th October, condemns 
- the administration*in Kashmir as un- 

satisfactory. The late Mahéraja left 
the management of affairs"entirely to his ministers, who did 
as they pleased. Taxation was, heavy. A high ad-valorem 
duty of 20 per cent. was levied’on shawls. Cultivators had 
to give two-thirds of the produce to the State as land revenue. 
A heavy octroi was leviedon grain brought to market by 
peasants for sale. The dispensation of justice’ was unsatis- 
factory. The A’zdd approves of the appointment of a per- 
manent Resident in Kashmir}and proposes that a British 
cantonment should be also established there. _ 


The same. 


The Rafig-t-Hind (Lahore), of the 17th October, regrets 

Caiedn'te Recent: to eay that the coinage in Kashmir 
is in a most unsatisfactory condition. 

Several kinds of coins are current in the State, and the eoins 
of one place are charged discount at another place. The 
Kashmir rupee, which is worth eight annas, fetches only six 
annas at Jammu, and so forth. It is needless to say that 
such a state of things involves great loss and inconvenience 
to traders and visitors. ‘There should be a’ uniform coinage 
throughout the State. The Raftg is of opinion that the 
Mahér4ja should get a good mint from Calcutta and intro- 


duce the same kinds of silver and copper coins which are 
current in British India. ’ 


The Desh Hitaisht (Ajmere), for September, received on 
Jodhpur. the 19th October, is glad to say that 
the visit of the late Swami Dayduand 
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Saraswati, the founder of the Arya Samaj, to Jodhpur has at 
last borne fruit. Pandit Umard&n, a Hindi poet in the service 
of the Mahér&ja, delivered a lecture before a meeting of the 
Arya Sam&j of Ajmere on the 25th September, in which he 
referred to the social reforms which His Highness had intro- 
duced into his territories in accordance with the Swimi’s 
teachings. Marriages of girls under twelve years and of boys 
under sixteen have been prohibited. Persons were accustomed 
to give great feasts to people of theircaste on the occasion of 
the death of their parent, and often ran in debt in conse- 
quence. But the Mah4rdja has fixed the maximum cost of 
such feasts at Rs. 1,100. Boys were often deceived by reli- 
gious mendicants and induced to adopt mendicancy, but aow 
the conversion of any -person under thirty-two years is for- 
bidden. People have been enjoined to use things of Indian 
manufacture, in order to encourage native industries. Acting 
upon the maxim that example is better than precept, he him- 
self wears only native cloth. The export of cattle and other 
animals by butchers has been strictly prohibited. The Maha- 


raja also intends to substitute Hindi in place of Urdu in the 
public offices. 


The Panjdbi Akhbdr (Lahore), of the 17th October, in a 
Réja Suchet Singh of Communicated article, regrets to’say 
Chamba, Panjéb. that Raja Suchet Singh of Chamba 
and his family are in great distress. When he went to Eng- 
land to agitate for the redress of his grievances, the Chief of 
Chamba stopped his pension. His efforts were unsuccessful, 
and since then he has been living in France. His condition is 
reported tobe most unsatisfactory. His wife and daughter, 
who are in this country, are still worse off. They live from 
hand to mouth, and the latter is about twenty years of 
age, but she has not yet been married owing to her poverty. 
The Panj&ib Government should interfere and induce the 
Chief of Chamba to pay up arrears of pension due to Raja 


Suchet Singh and also to grant an allowance to his wife and 
daughter, | 


Circulation, 
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LOGAL AND MISCELLANEOUS, 
A correspondent of the Sarosh-i-Benares, of the 16th Oc- 


Need for a shed for suit- tober, w writing from Gorakhpur, com- 
ors incourt premises,Go- plains that in these provinces there 


rakbpar. are-generally no sheds for suitors in 


_ the neighbourhood of courts of justice, and that, consequent- 


Circulation, 
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ly, suitors are exposed to great inconvenience from the incle- 
mencies of the weather. At Gorakhpur people have to sit 
under the shade of trees in the court premises, When it 
rains, they seek shelter in the courts, but the police drive 
them out in order to prevent over-crowding. The surplus 
income from court-fees could not be more usefully employed 
than in providing sheds for suitors. 


The Aftab-i-Panjdb (Lahore), of the 14th October, com- 
daviin: siitialie plains that cattle are largely poisoned 
cattle-poisoning at Ram- at Ramdas, Amritsar, by sweepers for 
ee the sake of their skins, and asks the 
local authorities to see to this. 


The same paper states that five Muhammadans of Dera 
Five Muhammadan fa. smael Kh&n lately entered Mifni, car- 
natics at Miéni, Panjab. — pving arms, banners, and kettle-drums, 
probably with the object of creating riots. When the police 
ordered them to surrender, they at first refused to yield. 
But seeing no way of escape and being very thirsty, two 
of them committed suicide by cutting their throats with 
their swords and the other three surrendered. The A/tdd is 
surprised that some Musalm4ns are not foolishly satisfied with 
the full religious liberty they enjoy under British rule. 


The Oudh Akhbdér (Lucknow), of the 16th October, in a 
communicated article, endeavours to 
show that infant marriages, which are 
in vogue ia this country, have an evil effect on the material, 
intellectual, and physical condition of the people, and argues 
that they should be put a stop to. The writer would fix the 


marriageable age for females at fifteen and for males at 
twenty-one, 


Infant marriages, 
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The Bhérat Bandhu (Aligarh), of the 19th October, says 
that the. inhabitants of Aligarh and 
the neighbouring districts have re- 
solved to establish by public subscription a library at Aligarh, 
which will be called the Lyall Library, and have already 
raised some Rs. 20,000 for the purpose. The Local Govern- 
ment has been pleased to grant a suitable site near the rail- 
way-station for the erection of a building. The original pro- 
ject was estimated to cost. Rs. 15,000, but the new plan, 
which has been prepared by the Executive Engineer and 
approved by Sir Alfred Lyall, will cost about Rs. 50,000, 
Hence the Baidhu appeals to the nobility and gentry of 
these provinces to subscribe to the Library Fund. 
conclusion, the Bandhy gives a list of the subscribers, 


which is headed by Munshi Nawalkishor with a donation of 
Rs, 5,000. 


Lyall Library, Aligarh. 


In. 
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100 copies, 
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